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Investigation and suggestion on retraction notes in Chinese SCI
journals//YE Qing

Abstract In recent years, with the frequent retractions caused by
academic misconduct, the number of retractions published in
China’ s SCI journals has also increased. More and more journals
need to deal with the retraction of manuscripts suspected of
academic misconduct, which is an unprecedented challenge. This
study investigated the retraction notes published in China’ s SCI
journals (excluding those sponsored in Hong Kong, Macao, and
Taiwan of China) by searching the Web of Science core database
from 2016 to 2020, recorded and analyzed documental information,
including journal title, disciplines of the journal, published time of
the retraction note and retracted paper, the cited count of the
retracted paper after retraction, etc. The results showed that the
situation of retraction in China’ s SCI journals is generally normal ,
but there are still many deficiencies. We need to further raise the
retraction consciousness, improve the retraction mechanism,
standardize the retraction requirements, and comply with
international standards, so as to ensure the scientificity and
accuracy of published papers, maintain the journal’ s academic
reputation, and provide guarantee for further construction of world-
class scientific journals.
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